Some extracardiac effects of diltiazem and other calcium entry blockers.
Calcium entry blockers have a well documented relaxing effect of smooth muscle, vascular as well as non-vascular. Mainly as a consequence of this action, the drugs have been used for treatment of several non-cardiac disorders where hyperactivity of smooth muscle is considered to have an important role in the pathogenesis. In this short review some of these extracardiac effects of calcium entry blockers are discussed and also their clinical application.